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PET BED WITH REMOVABLE BOLSTER 


FIELD OF THE INVENTION 


This invention relates generally to a pet bed and in particular to a pet bed having a removable 

bolster. 


Pet beds were originally devised both for the comfort of animal pets and to keep the animals 
from commandeering household furnishings. Although a simple cushion is often used as a pet bed, 
many animals would rather occupy a favorite couch or human bed than sleep on a mere cushion. 

Much of the animal's reluctance to quit the family sofa is traceable to the animal's need to feel 
secure. Thus, pet beds having surrounding wall portions are more popular with pets. These wall 
portions extend upwardly from the periphery of the pet bed, leaving an opening through which the 
animal can enter and leave, and allowing the animal to see out even while in a supine position. 

The wall portion can also be used as a headrest by animals who feel safer with a better view 
of their surroundings, but the wall does not provide support for the heavier breeds of animals. The 
wall tends to collapse under the weight of heavier animals unless it is made of material so rigid that it 
is uncomfortable for lighter animals. 

In one popular method for pet bed fabrication, the base and wall portions are formed from 
two glued pieces of fairly firm material, such as foam. The pet bed is then provided with a single 
removable cover, which is generally a washable fabric. The foam material from which the pet bed is 
constructed is not easily washable, due to the bulk of the two glued foam pieces. 

In another popular pet bed style, the wall portion is formed from a single piece of foam, often 
attached to a vinyl sheet bottom portion, and only the wall portion is then covered with fabric. The 
fabric is generally sewn around the wall and is therefore not removable for washing. In order to 
make this type of pet bed more comfortable, a separate bottom cushion with its own fabric cover is 
provided for insertion over the bottom portion. This requires two separate fabric covers, one for the 
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wall and one for the bottom cushion, and this adds to the cost of manufacture. Pet beds are also 
known in which the bottom cushion is stuffed with replaceable foam pieces or other stuffing material, 
treated with an odor retarding agent, because odor and washability are of major concern to the pet's 
owner. 

Yet another pet bed has a bottom cushion encased in fabric with an upstanding wall extending 
partially around the periphery of the bottom cushion. The wall is formed from multiple pockets sewn 
in the encasing fabric, and each pocket is stuffed with polyester fill. Because the pockets are 
permanently sewn into the encasing fabric, the fill is not accessible and cannot be replaced without 
replacing the entire fabric. This creates a major odor problem when, for example, the pet urinates on 
the wall. 

Accordingly, a need arises for a structurally sound pet bed that is designed for the pet's 
comfort, regardless of whether the animal is light or heavy. The pet bed should be relatively 
inexpensive to manufacture, and should be equipped with a one-piece cover and separately 
removable bolster and bottom cushion for ease of cleaning. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

These needs and others are satisfied by the present invention, comprising a pet bed having an 
outer covering, a removable cushion disposed within the outer covering to form a cushioned bottom 
portion, and a bolster removably affixed to the interior of the outer covering and disposed about at 
least a portion of the perimeter of the bottom portion. The outer covering includes a reclosable access 
opening that may be opened and closed with a zipper. 

In one form of the invention, the bolster may be removably affixed to the interior of the outer 
covering by a plurality of hook-and-loop fastener straps. The outer covering may include a bolster 
pocket sized to accommodate the bolster, where the plurality of straps removably affixes the bolster 
within the bolster pocket. The bottom cushion rests within a bottom pocket which communicates 
with the bolster pocket. The removable cushion and the bolster are separately removable from the 
outer covering through the reclosable access opening. 
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Further objects, features, and advantages of the present invention will become apparent from 
the following description and drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a pet bed in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the pet bed of FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the pet bed of FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 4 is a bottom view of the pet bed of FIG. 1 , with a portion of the outer covering cut away 
to illustrate the bolster removably affixed within the bolster pocket; and 
FIG. 5 is an exploded view of the pet bed of FIG. 1 . 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, a pet bed is described that provides distinct 
advantages when compared to those of the prior art. The invention can best be understood with 
reference to accompanying drawing figures 1 through 5. 

The pet bed 1 of the present invention includes an outer covering 2, preferably fabricated 
from a durable material, such as a fabric that is easily cleaned. The cover material can be furnished 
with colors and/or designs to suit the needs of the pet owner. 

The pet bed 1 includes a removable cushion 4 disposed within a bottom pocket 12 formed in 
the outer covering 2 to form a cushioned bottom portion of the pet bed 1. The cushion may be 
fabricated from any soft, durable material, but is preferably designed to be replaced at intervals by the 
user as it becomes soiled or worn. 

Within a bolster pocket 10 provided in the outer covering 2, a bolster 6 is removably affixed. 
The bolster is disposed about at least a portion of the perimeter of the cushioned bottom portion of 
the pet bed 1. The bolster 6 is also formed from a soft, durable material, and is designed to be 
replaced as needed. Since the bolster 6 is more cylindrical or banana-shaped than flat, and more like 
a pillow than a wall, the bolster 6 tends to retain its shape even when used as a pillow by the pet, and 
does not easily collapse from the weight of the pet as in some prior art products. 

The bolster is held in place by a plurality of fasteners or straps 8. The straps 8 are preferably 
the well-known hook-and-loop fasteners, such as Velcro®, although other fasteners, such as ties or 
straps with snaps or buckles, would perform adequately in this application. The fasteners are sewn or 
otherwise secured to the interior of bolster pocket 10 in the outer covering 2. 

Removably affixing the bolster 6 within the bolster pocket 10 of the outer covering 2 has the 
advantage of lending structural integrity to the pet bed 1. Since the bolster 6 is much like a long, 
slender pillow, holding the bolster 6 in the bolster pocket 10 keeps the bolster relatively fixed in 
position with respect to the perimeter of the bottom portion of the pet bed 1 . 

Access to the interior of the outer covering 2 is preferably provided by a zipper 7. Thus, the 
bolster 6 is easily removable by the simple expedient of unzipping the zipper 7 on the bottom of the 
pet bed 1, disengaging the straps 8, and withdrawing the bolster through the reclosable access 
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opening 1 1 that is sealed by the zipper 7. The bottom cushion 4 can also be withdrawn in the same 
way. The outer covering 2 can then be cleaned, and the bolster 6 and cushion 4 can be washed and 
replaced within the outer covering 2. Of course, a new bolster 6 or a new cushion 4 could also be 
replaced by the user as part of this removal operation. . 

Instead of a zipper, access to the interior of the bed could be provided through a slit in the 
covering 2. The slit could be concealed by merely overlapping flaps of the fabric. The flaps could be 
manually parted when necessary to remove the cushion or bolster. 

It is also possible to combine other features with those just described. For example, the 
cushion 4 and bolster 6 could be cushions filled with foam pieces, polyester, styrofoam beads, a 
mixture of polyester and cotton, and other suitable materials, and be treated with an odor retarding 
agent such as cedar. 

There has been described herein a pet bed that avoids the shortcomings of the prior art. It will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art that modifications may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the invention be limited except 
as may be necessary in view of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
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